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Our worship for this week was written by Rev’d Nick Sissons. You may wish 
to have your Bible to hand. Please note the hymns are now at the back of the 

sheet for ease of printing. CCLI licence 556292. 

Theme: The key theme for today’s worship is taken from this verse in the reading from 
Mark’s gospel:  “The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve.” This speaks of an 
attitude of humility and service which should undergird our whole being as Christians. 
Call to worship 
Here is the opening verse from today’s Psalm, 104. Say this verse slowly two or three times 
over:  “Bless the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, you are very great.”  Now pause for a 
moment and give thanks to God in your own words as you come to worship. 
We sing a hymn that expresses our praise for all that God has done and will do for us. 
Hymn StF 81 Now thank we all our God 
Prayer of Adoration   Heavenly Father, as we meet in worship today we adore you because 
you are the one true and living God. You created the world and everything in it. You created 
each one of us in your own image and breathed into us the breath of life. With voices lifted 
high in praise we proclaim your name, Lord over all. Let everything that has breath praise 
you, for you are very great!  
Thank you, gracious God, for all your countless gifts of love: for showing us signs of your 
goodness in the world that surrounds us; for the presence of your Holy Spirit in our 
innermost being, giving us strength and bringing us comfort; for family and friends who 
look after us and care for us. You, O bounteous God, are over all, in all, and living through 
all, and so we offer you the praise of our grateful hearts, for we know you are always with 
us, keeping us in your grace, guiding us when perplexed and embracing us with your 
steadfast love. In the name of Jesus we offer you this time of worship now. Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father.... 
Now we enter a time of Confession, using the words of today’s well-known lectionary 
passage from the Old Testament Book of Job. Job has been complaining to God for quite 
some time about the unfair treatment he has suffered. Now it is God’s turn to speak. The 
passage serves as a reminder of how often we think we know best, of how easily we can 
misunderstand the will of God and of how little life experience we really have despite our 
many years on this earth. 
Reading: Job 38:1-7 & 34-41 
Prayer of Confession 
We begin our confession with some quiet time in which I invite you to think about any 
times this week where you have been too quick to speak and too slow to listen; when you 
have spoken without thinking, or claimed a greater knowledge of an issue than you actually 
possessed, or where you have tried to lecture God ... 
Silence 
Eternal God, creator of all that is, seen and unseen, whose face is hidden from us by our 
sins, and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts: cleanse us from all our 
offences, and deliver us from all proud thoughts and vain desires, that with reverent and 



humble hearts we may draw near to you, acknowledging our faults, confiding in your grace, 
and finding in you our true refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ your Son. Amen. 
 
Introduction to the Gospel: Today’s Gospel reading from St Mark focuses on the 
foolishness of two of the disciples, who asked Jesus for that which was even beyond him to 
give, and, furthermore, asked in such a way that they tried to force him into giving them 
exactly what they wanted. In responding to their folly Jesus reminds them of the rightful 
attitude that all his followers should hold. 
Gospel Reading: Mark 10:35-45 
Our next hymn reminds us of the servant ministry of Jesus that culminated in his willing 
death upon the cross for our sakes and that gives us the greatest insight into the nature of 
God’s love. 
Hymn StF 272 From heaven you came helpless babe 
The Collect: Living God in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty of our 
nature by the riches of your grace. And in the renewal of our lives make known your 
heavenly glory. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
Reflection 
"Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you."  
And he said to them, "What is it you want me to do for you?" 
 
I am always suspicious of people who try to put you in an awkward spot like this; who don’t 
tell you what it is they want of you, but who try to get you to promise to do something 
without telling you what it is they have in mind. Can you think of a time when someone has 
treated you in this manner and if so can you remember how it made you feel? Using the 
principle of Jesus’ Golden Rule - ‘do to others as you would have them do to you’ - try to 
think how often in your relationships with others you have also tried to manipulate the 
situation and tie people’s hands in this way - how must that have made them feel?  
 
The disciples are often presented to us by the gospel writers as people who clearly 
demonstrate how not to behave, what questions not to ask and what thoughts not to 
harbour; in other words the kind of followers we should avoid becoming! This passage 
provides a perfect example for us. It is important, therefore, for us to realise how unfair it is 
of James and John to try to deal with Jesus in this way and to ask ourselves whether we 
might sometimes do the same at home or at work or in church. Can we understand how 
resentful people are bound to feel towards us if this is how we try to conduct our business 
with them, even if they never have a chance to articulate their resentment? It should also 
lead us on to think whether or not in our relationship with God we also try to pin God down 
in this way, perhaps by taking verses of the Bible out of context and then criticising God for 
not living up to what we view as his side of the bargain?  And that’s what this kind of 
relationship is of course – a bargain – and we need to realise that it is impossible for grace 
and love to find their way into that kind of relationship.  
 
Just because Jesus does not take issue with the disciples for their question, but patiently 
accepts the way they speak to him, does not indicate that this is an acceptable way for us to 
behave. People very often have to put up with all kinds of unreasonable behaviour from 



colleagues, friends and family, and it is our responsibility to have what St Paul describes as 
a ‘sober judgement of ourselves’ and to think carefully before we say or do something 
which will place people in this kind of difficult position. Let us acknowledge the need we all 
have to stop every now and again and look carefully and honestly at the way we relate to 
God and to other people, to ensure that we don’t do so with this kind of unreasonable 
attitude.  
“And they said to him,  
"Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory."  
But Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking.” 
The passage we heard earlier from Job is another example of somebody talking a lot, but 
with no idea how uninformed their opinions are. Here the disciples are asking for things 
and making glib promises to Jesus without any idea of the true nature of what they are 
talking about. They are quick to say they can drink the cup that Jesus drinks and be baptized 
with his baptism, but Mark does not suggest they have any inkling at all of what this really 
means. 
We are lucky these days to have access to all kinds of information at the drop of a hat, or 
rather at the push of a button: our television schedules, amongst the trivia and dross, are 
filled with incredibly informative programmes about the world and society we live in; there 
are all kinds of educational programmes that help us understand difficult topics and 
become more  aware of and sensitized to issues that affect and shape our world and our 
lives. Life-long learning is a concept that we have become very familiar with, whether or not 
we continue to avail ourselves of the vast range of opportunities to better educate 
ourselves. If we are lucky to have the internet as well, then at our fingertips lies a greater 
amount of knowledge than any other generation of human beings has ever had access to. 
This makes us wonderfully privileged individuals, but as scripture says ‘to those who have 
much, much will be demanded.’  
 
So let us ask ourselves how well informed we are about issues that affect us today. Do we 
take time to learn about complex issues or are we happy to accept the media’s version of 
events, which are often simplistic and deliberately polarising? We have a duty to do better 
than that and we should also be ready to listen actively to others who don’t share our views 
in order that we might become still more rounded in our knowledge. We must also think 
about our lives of faith: do we continue to develop our understanding of God and learn 
more of Christ, or have we settled too easily for a Sunday School faith that has not matured 
with the years? 
 
“But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your 
servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all.” 
 
From the very beginning the early Christians were deeply counter-cultural. For example, at 
a time when women and slaves were held in very low regard by most people in society, 
often seen as the possessions of men, the Church welcomed all to its services and 
gatherings and tried to live out a radical new vision of what human society should look like. 
The fact that Jesus chose as his inner circle disciples who were such rough diamonds, who 
could be so incredibly obtuse, stubborn and selfish, teaches us that Jesus believed God’s 



grace could work in everyone’s lives and that people who perhaps did not know that they 
were worthy in God’s sight could find in the company of Christ a purpose and a dignity that 
had been hitherto denied them. And the key value that Jesus instilled in his followers was 
the value of submission to God and service to others, summed up in his reminder that he 
came ‘not to be served but to serve.’  
 
This view stands in stark contrast to the rampant individualism of our day, where powerful 
sectors of society, such as the media and advertising agencies, brazenly encourage us to 
look out only for ourselves. The modern slogan ‘you’re worth it’ is ironically a slogan that 
the Church is very keen to remind people of every time it meets, that in God’s sight we do 
have infinite worth and value; but in the hands of the media the words becomes a simple 
invitation to self-indulgence, rather than a message of liberation. How can we avoid falling 
into the same trap of treating our faith ultimately as the most selfish life-experiment of all, 
of being only interested in saving ourselves?  
 
The solution, I suggest, is to take to heart very seriously the words that Jesus says to his 
disciples, that they must learn to serve others and meet the needs of others first, rather 
than to seek always to be the centre of attention and to think of themselves as the most 
important person in the room. When Jesus’ washes his disciples’ feet he gives the clearest 
demonstration of what this attitude to others looks like in action and he leaves it for us as a 
sign to try and mirror in our own lives. So let us take a moment now to think of how, this 
week, we might be able to live out this radical sign of service in our own lives and 
communities. What opportunities are coming our way when we could demonstrate our 
love for God by humbly serving others, and so follow the command of Christ himself? 
Amen.  
As we continue to think about the people we know whom we might serve, let us share a 
closing prayer that asks that Jesus might continue to work in our lives to make us more like 
the humble servant he calls us to be. 
 
A Closing Prayer 
O Christ, the Master carpenter, who, at the last, through wood and nails, purchased our 
whole salvation,  
Wield well your tools in the workshop of your world, that we, who come rough-hewn to 
your bench, 
May here be fashioned to a truer beauty of your hand. Amen 
 
Our closing hymn is a reminder of the work that Jesus is involved in right now in this world 
and to which he calls us to take part in as his faithful servants. As you sing or read each 
verse ask yourself once again whether it brings to mind particular people and situations in 
your life where you could be a support and an encouragement to others. 
 
Hymn StF 251 Jesus Christ is waiting 
Blessing 
May the blessing of God’s light be upon us all. 
May it kindle our hearts like a fire to warm both friend and stranger. 



May it shine out from within us like a candle set in a window, 
Bidding the wanderer come in from the storm. 
May the blessing of God’s light be upon us and upon all those we love  
this day and for evermore. Amen. 
Hymn 81 
   1  Now thank we all our God, 
  with hearts and hands and voices, 
  who wondrous things has done, 
  in whom this world rejoices ;  
  who from our mothers' arms 
  has blessed us on our way 
  with countless gifts of love, 
  and still is ours today. 
   2  O may this bounteous God 
  through all our life be near us, 
  with ever joyful hearts 
  and blessèd peace to cheer us ;  
  and keep us in his grace, 
  and guide us when perplexed, 
  and free us from all ills 
  in this world and the next. 
   3  All praise and thanks to God 
  the Father now be given, 
  the Son, and him who reigns 
  with them in highest heaven, 
  the one eternal God, 
  whom earth and heaven adore, 
  for thus it was, is now, 
  and shall be evermore. 
Martin Rinkart (1586–1649) 

translated by Catherine Winkworth (1827–1878) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 81 . 

 

  Hymn 272 
 1  From heaven you came, helpless babe, 
  entered our world, your glory veiled, 
  not to be served but to serve, 
  and give your life that we might live. 
   This is our God, the Servant King, 
   he calls us now to follow him, 
   to bring our lives as a daily offering 
   of worship to the Servant King. 
   2  There in the garden of tears 
  my heavy load he chose to bear ;  
  his heart with sorrow was torn, 
  ‘Yet not my will but yours,' he said. 
   3  Come see his hands and his feet, 
  the scars that speak of sacrifice, 
  hands that flung stars into space 
  to cruel nails surrendered. 

   4  So let us learn how to serve 
  and in our lives enthrone him, 
  each other's needs to prefer, 
  for it is Christ we're serving. 
Graham Kendrick (b. 1950) 

   Hymn 251 
1  Jesus Christ is waiting, 
  waiting in the streets ;  
  no one is his neighbour, 
  all alone he eats. 
  Listen, Lord Jesus, 
  I am lonely too :  
  make me, friend or stranger, 
  fit to wait on you. 
   2  Jesus Christ is raging, 
  raging in the streets, 
  where injustice spirals 
  and real hope retreats. 
  Listen, Lord Jesus, 
  I am angry too :  
  in the Kingdom's causes 
  let me rage with you. 
   3  Jesus Christ is healing, 
  healing in the streets, 
  curing those who suffer, 
  touching those he greets. 
  Listen, Lord Jesus, 
  I have pity too :  
  let my care be active, 
  healing, just like you. 
   4  Jesus Christ is dancing, 
  dancing in the streets, 
  where each sign of hatred 
  he, with love, defeats. 
  Listen, Lord Jesus, 
  I should triumph too :  
  where good conquers evil 
  let me dance with you. 
   5  Jesus Christ is calling, 
  calling in the streets, 
  ‘Who will join my journey ?  
  I will guide their feet.' 
  Listen, Lord Jesus, 
  let my fears be few :  
  walk one step before me ;  
  I will follow you. 
John L. Bell (b. 1949) and Graham Maule (b. 1958) 


