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Holy Week 2020. 
 

 

Dear Sisters & Brothers in Christ, 
 

At this time when we are taking every action possible to avoid being a carrier of this 

terrible Coronavirus (Covid-19) that has turned our world upside down, I write to urge you 

to become a carrier of Hope instead! 
 

The theologian and writer C.S. Lewis, perhaps most famous for his Chronicles of Narnia 

books, once wrote that "Christianity is a thing of unspeakable joy. But it begins not in joy, 

but in wretchedness, and it does no good to try to get to the joy by bypassing the 

wretchedness." 
 

Easter is a time of great wretchedness as we read again the accounts of betrayal, 

cruelty, humiliation and outrageous violence towards Jesus, however this is 

superseded by Jesus’ glorious resurrection which brings us the ultimate assurance of 

God’s love for humanity, and through this great and wonderful joy. But are we sharing 

that joy with others? Are we carriers of Hope in our community? 
 

There is a cartoon that has popped up on social media recently that shows two men 

standing at a bus stop, one turns to the other and says, “it helps with social distancing”. 

I didn’t understand, it didn’t make sense, what was so funny? Then I noticed the slogan 

emblazoned across his tee shirt – ‘Let’s talk about Jesus’ – and then I realised the point 

of the cartoon, that talking about Jesus scares off others and ensures a safe distance is 

kept!  
 

We have such great and glorious news to share with the world however the world doesn’t 

seem to want to listen. Why is this do you think? Is it because we have been too 

aggressive, too timid or perhaps too boring in the past in our attempts to share the 

Good News? Could that be because we haven’t taken seriously Jesus’ charge (Mark 

16:15 NRSV) to “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation”?  
 

One day all the self-isolation and safe-distancing observations will pass, however the 

urgency to carry the glorious news of Jesus’ resurrection will not. How are we going to 

do this in the ‘brave new world’ that awaits us? How are you using these times to plan 

how you can be a carrier of Hope in your community? 
 



 

Easter brings the great good news that He is risen. Jesus’ resurrection from the dead 

has made our own life beyond the grave certain and true. He is lord and master of 

death. He has made it possible for all who trust and believe in him to have life forever. 

There is no doubt about this. This is certain and true. This is the Hope we must share! 
 

Life is not a matter of skipping across the surface of a lake like a smooth stone only to 

end up sinking beneath the surface, gone forever. Heaven is not some vague idea of a 

place we hope to go to when we die. It is certain and true. Heaven is real. Eternal life 

is real. Jesus has given us the victory. There is life after this life. This is the Hope we 

must share! 
 

I once heard the story of a primitive tribe in the jungles of East Asia who were shown 

a film about Jesus by a group of missionaries. Not only had these people never heard 

of Jesus, they had never seen a motion picture before. 
 

On one unforgettable evening, they saw and heard the gospel in their own language. 

They watched intensely as they saw this good man Jesus, who healed the sick and was 

adored by children, held without trial and beaten by jeering soldiers. As they watched 

this, the people became unsettled. They stood up and began to shout at the cruel men 

on the screen, demanding that this outrage stop. When nothing happened, they 

attacked the missionary running the projector. Perhaps he was responsible for this 

injustice! He was forced to stop the film and explain that the story wasn’t over yet, 

that there was more. So, they settled back on the ground.  
 

Then came the crucifixion. Again, the people could not hold back. They began to weep 

and wail with such loud grief that once again the film had to be stopped. The 

missionary again tried to calm them, explaining that the story still wasn’t over, that 

there was more. So, they composed themselves and sat down to see what happened 

next.  
 

Then came the resurrection. Pandemonium broke out this time, but for a different 

reason. The gathering had spontaneously erupted into a party. The noise now was of 

jubilation, and it was deafening. The people were dancing and slapping each other on 

the back. Jesus has risen from the dead! 
 

Yes, on Easter Sunday, and on every day since, we celebrate a victory. Christ has won 

the victory for us over the grave and assures us that death will not hold us down.  
 

This is the Hope we must share! 
 

Rev. John G Hughes - Superintendent Minister 


