
 

To members of the St John’s house/zoom/study group. 

Following our last meeting I decided to pull together some of the thoughts I have had recently 
concerning the situation in Israel/ Palestine .  I then spoke with John Howard in case I  was 
overlooking something obvious so my list of things we might do to the concerns we have 
includes the following: 

1 Write to the President of Conference, our MPs, members of the Welsh Senedd, 
individuals in government and opposition leadership asking for their observations 
on the current and impending situation regarding: 

State Recognition of Palestine;  
Israeli illegal settlements;  
Declared intention to further Annexation of the West Bank and occupation of East 
Jerusalem;  
Human Rights in Palestine;  
Gaza and Apartheid; 
Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) movement.   

2 Start a campaign for a parliamentary debate about any or all the above.  Perhaps 
through ‘Change.org’ 

3 Members of the Labour Party may write to Lisa Nandy, Chair of Labour friends of 
Palestine and the Middle East, expressing the urgent need for political action and 
implementation of earlier parliamentary decisions. 

4 Follow and comment on the emerging reports from Israel/Palestine about the 
occupation and the Trump/Netenyahu ‘Piece Peace Plan’. 

State Recognition of Palestine 
Recognition is a policy decision for the UK Government and there is nothing to stop the 
current Government from granting diplomatic recognition to Palestine, should they wish – 
indeed 136 of the 193 UN Member States have already done so. Russia and China, 2 of the 5 
permanent members of the UN Secur ity Council have also recognised Palestinian statehood. 
In line with Labour’s 2017 manifesto, a Labour government would immediately recognise 
Palestine. 

In October 2014, the House of Commons voted in favour of a motion calling on the UK 
Government to recognise the state of Palestine. The vote was passed by a majority of 262 
votes. 6 years later, the UK Government still has not acknowledged that decision. 

Israeli illegal settlements.  Please take a look at https://www.amnestyusa.org/lets-be-clear-israels-long-

running-settlement-policy-constitutes-a-war-crime/ 

Annexation of the West Bank (and occupation of East Jerusalem) :  Recent report 
[20/05/2020] https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2020/05/21/how-fast-will-israels-new-

government-proceed-with-annexation 

Human Rights in Israel/Palestine.  
We are always struck by the humiliating treatment meted out daily to Palestinian residents in 
the occupied territories and their stoical, largely non-violent resistance to the temptation to 
embrace victimhood and terror tactics. There are many examples of understandable violent 
reaction and terrorism in response to Israeli Defence Force actions. For a troubling account 
of the impact on individuals you could do worse than start with Calum McCann’s novel 
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‘Apeirogon ’, based on the true stories two bereaved fathers . One is a Palestinian and the 
other an Israeli who each lost their young daughter  in violent incidents 10 years apart. It tells 
of how they have come together to pursue justice and peace.   It is a rewarding read but 
during reading it you will probably be moved to tears.  

There are other books that can help us understand some aspects of life in Israel/Palestine 
and how people survive whilst surrounded by conflict. They are Elias Charcour, Blood 
Brothers and We Belong to the Land (2001); and Sandy Tolan, The Lemon Tree. (2006) 

Many Jewish citizens of Israel recognise that the conflict between Israel and Palestine is 
fraught with human rights issues. We met with several groups who work with Palestinians to 
improve the dialogue between the two groups.  A hopeful and uplifting perspective is 
powerfully evident in the work of the rabbinical movement ‘Rabbis for Human Rights’.  Please 
visit: https://rhr.org.il/eng/about/ 

Gaza and Apartheid. 

Treatment of the Palestinian people has been referred to as ‘apartheid’ by an occupying  
power.  For a comprehensive and careful analysis and compelling conclusions please refer 
to: 

Falk and Tilley report to the UN 2017.  Falk, Richard and Tilley, Virginia Q. "Israeli Practices towards the 
Palestinian People and the Question of Apartheid." Palestine and the Israeli Occupation 1, No. 1 (Spring 2017): 1-
65. 

Please refer to the preface (pp.v&vi) for the authors’ refutation that simply raising the 
question of whether Israel’s treatment of  Palestinians is apartheid is part of ‘the new 
antisemitism’.  
Full report at this address: 

https://opensiuc.lib.siu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=http://scholar.google.co.uk/&httpsredir=1&article=101
3&context=ps_pubs/ 

The arguments also make sense in relation to the following topic.  

 
Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions  

https://bdsmovement.net/what-is-bds 

Simply using the term ‘boycott ’ can generate accusations of anti-semitism as many people 
only associate the label with the Nazi boycott of Jewish businesses in the years preceding 
the Holocaust. The origins of the term lie in the tenants’ reaction against their absentee 
landlords’ imposition of punitive rents  in Ireland in 1880.  The land agent was one Capt. 
Charles Boycott.  We should perhaps remember that the boycott of South African produce, 
commerce and financially connected banks was successfully deployed in the latter half of the 
20th century in the Anti-apartheid campaign in the UK. 

Divestment involves us intimately in the Methodist Church .  We must be certain that we do 
not invest in ways that benefit from the immoral profits of illegal  activities of foreign states or 
companies operating in illegally held or controlled areas of the world. .  If we suspect 
otherwise we should immediately raise the question and move to withdraw such investments.  
Palestine is such a place and many Israeli activities are in breach of numerous conventions 
and international legal rulings. 

 

 

 

 

Della and I are working on a pictorial report of our visit to present to you soon.  
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